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Evening Beverie. 

The shades of eve sre falling fast, 

The <]r«' 1b nearly dune, 
The angel cloudlets hi the West 

Erase the tracery of the bud. 
The birds sins their vesuer.soni;, 

As they fly homeward to their nest ; 
We human creatures leave the throng 

To seek the blessed boon of rest. 
The bees have all gone home, 

Ladened with delicious sweet, 
To dreamily hum and murmur, 

Free from earth's toll and beat. 
AD nature stems so languid, 

From Its never end inn round of duty 
And rest vdUi calm delight 

In its quiet, heavenly beauty. 
The del la lo us summer fruit. 

Nestled in Its bed of leaves, 
Is soothingly rocked to and fro 

By the gentle evenine>breese. 

— Ski.. 


The Primitive Church and Its 
Customs. 

THI LORD'S DAT. 

It is proper in thia connection 
to eay that, white the Lord's day 
or Sunday was most reverenced 
by the early Christians, Sabbath 
respect and service were not 
altogether abandoned. The first 
Christians were converts from 
the Jews, largely, and they car- 
ried with thent a great reverence 
for the Jewish or Mosaic law 
and institutions. 

Even circumcision, which 
seems to us a strange religious 
work, and one that was spoken 
against by the Apostle Paul, in 
strong langunge, was kept in 
the Christian church Tor centu- 
ries: The first .fifteen bishops 
ol Jerusalem were circumcised. 
This shows bow tenaciously that 
people held to old and honored 
cos to me. 

The Sabbath, in a manner, 
was kept holy by the Jewish 
Christians and religious services 
were engaged in, and the prac- 
tice was introduced into many of 
the Gentile churches. But this 
was always held as a privilege 
instead of a duty ; and when 
some sects undertook to make a 
church law to the etleot ot en- 
forcing Sabbath observance, 
they were summarily condemned 
and ceusured as introducing Ju- 
daism into the cburch. Thus 
the Ebionitee were held as an 
heretical people because they 
joined the observance of the 
Lord's day with Sabbath observ- 
ance, and held that the whole 
doctrinal necessity. 

In other places, the Sabbath 
was kept as a last instead ot a 
festival. Marciun was one of 
the noted leaders thatintroduced 
the practice, and this was con 
sldered us a part of his heresy. 
But this was done in reverence 
to another god besides the God 
ot the Jews, and the Creator of 
the world, and the heresy con 
eisted in this doctrine rather 
than in the simple fasting en- 
gaged in on that day. As it cel- 
ebrated writer says, this made 
the Christians more jealous in 
keeping the Sabbath as a festi- 
val, and so it was entered iuto 
the collection of church rules, 
called Apostolio Constitutions, 
that it any clergyman waB ionnd 
to fast on the Lord's day, or on 
the Sabbath, one only excepted, 
he should be deposed ; and if lie 
was a layman, be cast out of the 
communion of the church. 

Thus it is seen that there was 
a difference between the Latin 


and the Greek churches. In one 
of the testimonials already 
given, the end of the Sabbath 
was ordered to be a religious last 
and now the Constitutions orders 
that any one fasting on this day, 
should be deposed or cast out ol 
the communion ot the cburch. 

Tbe truth is, there were many 
things in which the Latin and 
the Greek cb arches differed as 
much as they did in the matter 
of keeping tbe Sabbath as a fabt 
or a festival. In the Latin church 
it was kept a fast because keep- 
ing it as a festival would, in 
their estimation, be Judaizing. 

The Greeks kept it as a festi- 
val becanse they were taught to 
do it, as it was kept a festival by 
the Jews. 

Several learned writers, how- 
ever, show that the Latins orig- 
inally kept the Sabbath as a fee 
tival, and tbat the custom* ot 
fasti ug was a practice of later 
introduction, which is uo doubt 
true ; and we have, as the sum 
of the matter, the observance ot 
both the Sabbath and the Lord's 
day as festivals in the primitive 
church. 

It may be a query with a few, 
what festivals and fastings* on 
those days consisted in. Tbe 
terms simply mean that thedaye 
were spent in joyful service, and 
food was taken as usual ; or the 
service was ol a s.id nature, and 
none but dry food, or uo food at 
all, was taken. 

But regarding the Lord's day, 
every parly that existed io an- 
cient times, claiming to be Chris- 
tiana, observed it, and esteemed 
it above tbe Sabbath, and upon 
it held the chief religious servi- 
ces of tho church. 

(To be Continued.) 

The Curious Statistics. 
A noted statistician, Edward 
Atkinson, insists that there is 
an abundance of room yet in 
this world. Tbe 1,400,000,000 
persons supposed to be on tho 
globe could all find eaBy stand- 
ing-room within the limits of a 
field ten miles square, *and by 
the aid of a telephone could be 
addressed at cue time by a sin- 
gle speaker. Id a field twenty 
miles square they could all he 
com Ion ably seated. Then take 
the laud of tbe globe suitable 
for growing wheat. Not more 
than one- twentieth is under cul- 
tivation. The, average crop of 
wheat in United States and Can- 
ada alone would give one person 
in every twenty of the popula- 
tion of the globe, a barrel of 
flour in each year, with enough 
to spate lor seed. We can raise 
enough grain on a small part of 
the Territory of the United 
States to feed the whole world. 
If, therefore, there is hunger 
anywhere, it is not the tautt of 
God or nature, but because of 
the incompetency or want of 
management on the part of those 
who direct the affairs of mankind. 
— Dbmorkst'b Monthly. 

Great deeds need to be tested 
by their spirit. There can be no 
saintlinesa without humility. 

Men talk as though they be- 
lieved in God, but they live as. 
it they thought there was none. 


The Religions World. 

The first Mongolian convert to 
Christianity was recently bap- 
tised. 

The Presbyterians have nearly 
completed a new chnrch edifice 
at Maysville, Ky. 

The stations of the Salvation 
Army in France havo been in- 
creased from eight to eighteen 
during the past year. 

A synagogue to cost $88,000 
will be erected ut the corner of 
Eighty-eighth Street and Lex- 
ington Avenue, New York City, 

Tbe average Sunday plate col- 
lection in the {Rev. Newman 
Hall's cburch, London, is $175; 
and in the Rev, C. II. Spurgeon's 
congregation, in the great taber- 
nacle, $845. 

The sixteenth annual conven- 
tion of the Young Men's Chris- 
tian Association r>( Indiana, will 
be held in Fort Wayne, October 
1 to 4. It will doubtless be an 
occasion of great interest. 

The Bishop of Sudor and 
Man has been preaching in the 
open air on Sundays to the 
crowds to be found in the Isle of 
Man at thia season. As many as 
8,000 persons have assembled to 
listen to him upon Douglas' II ead. 

The papers that come from 
Bolivia show that the whole 
country is ripe la- the Gospel, 
and that notwithstanding all the 
opposition on the part of the 
clergy there are everywhere men 
ready and willing to accept the 
Gospel and to defend it, 

"Generut" Booth, of the Salva- 
tion Army, has an appeal in 
which he says the grand work is 
spreading ; drunkards and har- 
lots are being swept into the 
kingdom, and the tipper circles 
of society are being affected. 
There are wonderful doors now 
open. 

The Presbyterian church on 
Pine Street, Philadelphia, Pa., 
is being improved ut. a cost of 
$7,000. A like a mount is being 
expended on the Tenth Baptist 
Church. 

The minutes f f the Southern 
Bpiitist Con veil lion show that 
the white Baptists of 'the South 
have 570 assnciii lions, 14,102 
churches, and 997,500 members. 
The colored Baptists have 7, 
480 churches, with 871,043 mem- 
bers. Total Baptists in the 
South, 1,868,552. The baptisms 
for the past year were 64,301 
whites and 88,538 colored. 

Since the middle of June a 
stringent Sunday law has been 
in force in Auatro Hungary, and 
the good results tire already 
seen. The law forbids all but 
necessary work on tbe Lord'* 
day, mid, since it* enforcement, 
the churches have all been bet- 
ter attended, and tho day gener- 
ally observed aa a day of rest, 
The Monday edition of the Vi- 
enna, papers are now no longer 
publiahed, as the work on these 
was formerly done on Sunday, 

The First Chinese Chnrch ol 
San Fratioisco recently cele- 
brated the sacraments of bap- 
tism and the Lord's Supper. 
Five were baptized and received 
into communion. One of them 


was a young man who casually 
heard the Gospel for th first 
time about six years ago in the 
streets of Hong Kong. lie says 
he immediately threw away the 
idols he had worshiped, and the 
seed of truth seems to have been 
growing in his heart ever since. 
The other four were from San 
Jose, where they had been 
members of the school which is 
taught by Mrs. Carey 

A paly ol nearly three hun- 
dred Mormons arrived at New 
York a abort time ago on the 
U union steamship Wisconsin, in 
charge of J. W. Tbornley, who 
was accompauied by thirtten 
other elders, who havo labored 
abroad during the past two 
years. The Mormon converts 
came from Germany, Scandi- 
navia, and England. All puid 
their passage and brought 
money with thorn. 

According to a letter from 
Rome, the Pope has distributed 
uniting the cardinals copies ot an 
edition of his Latin poems, which 
he has had printed on rose paper 
in line elzevir type, with a bor- 
der of engravings. The poems 
are arranged in chronological 
order, beginning with 1828. 
Their total number ie thirty- 
three, including translations iuto 
Italian verse by the Pope, him- 
self. The volume is an octavo, 
bearing the title, Lko.YIs XIII. 
Poxt, Max. Cakmina. We do 
not remember any other Pope 
who has published a volume of 
his own poems excepting Alex- 
ander ; not Pope Alexander, 
but Alexander Pope, 

Messrs. Moody aud Sankey 
are to begin a four days' service 
in Lynn, Msbs., Sept. 2li, the 
Evangelical churches aud min- 
isters uniting heartily in the in- 
vitation and in the promise of 
support. Prof D. B. Towner 
and Mr. George C. Needham 
are to be there a week irf ad- 
vance, the former to train a 
large chorus, and the latter to 
hold Bible readings at the vari- 
ous churches. By way of prep- 
aration the ministers have nl ready 
begun to hold a daily prayer 
meeting fiom study to study to 
pray for the desired blessing. 
The special services will lift held 
in the Coliseum, which has ac- 
commodations lor several thous- 
ands of persons. 

Tbe New Haven (Connecticut) 
Board of City Missions have 
marie a canvass of several wards 
of the city for the purpose of 
finding out how many families 
have no connection with auy 
Christian church. Lists of such 
families have been prepared by 
the superintendent of missions, 
the Itev. Mr, Mossman, and giv- 
en to the several pastors of tbe 
churches of the city, who in 
turn have requested the members 
of their churches to assist them 
in visiting these families. In the 
Third Ward titty or sixty meet- 
ings have been held, and a large 
uu tuber of the inhabitants ot 
the ward were present. At the 
Howard Avenue Congregation- 
al Church, last week, a meeting 
was beld to organize a class for 
tbe training of Christian workers, 


Mr. Moody hus succeeded in 
raising money enough lo pur- 
chase two wagons, which wdl be 
need for bringing people to the 
church at Nortbficld, Mass., who 
do not attend tbe church on ac- 
count of the distauce they would 
have to walk. 

A handsome new Methodist 
Episcopal Church haB been built 
at Lincoln, Neb. The building 
ie of stone, and contains Sunday 
school rooms and all the modern 
appliances for church buildings. 
The building completed will cost 
about $54,000. 

Rev. Robert Scott, of Randolf 
county, W. Va.. died nthis resi- 
dence, near Beverly in that 
county, Aug. 28, in the seventy- 
second year of his age. It was 
said at bis funeral that the num 
ber ot churches he erected was 
at least twenty- five. The num 
ber ot organizations be had 
formed could not then be stated, 
nor the number received iuto 
tbe church. His was tbe work 
of a forerunner, His labors laid 
the foundations for the present 
development of the churches of 
Mingo Fats, Tygart'e Valley, 
Beverly, Leading Creek, Holly 
Meadows, and Philippi. 

Chaplain McCabe is leading 
the Methodist Episcopal church 
in a vigorous effort to raise one 
million doltarB for missions dur- 
ing the current year. To use Mb 
own words there is u, "total in 
sight" ot $831,480.45 This is 
the first year ot tbe second cen- 
tury of organic Americau Moth- 
odistu, and tbe moveinuut is 
most timely. It is understood 
thai u million a year tor mis- 
sions is hereafter to be tbe low 
water mark in the Methodist 
Episcopal church. It would uot 
need much more than fifty cents 
a member to ensure tbe amount 
mentioned. We shall rejoice at 
tbe success ot "the movemeut. 


The sugar works of tho Amer- 
ican Glucose Company, at Peo- 
ria, III., were burned on the 12th. 
Tbe loss is placed ut $250,000. 

The viucry and distillery ot 
the Fresno Vineyard Company, 
at Fresno, Cul., were burned on 
the 11th, eiUKiiug an estimated 
lose ol $120,000, 

A cloud-burst near Pantans, 
Aiizonis, on tbe 9th, washed 
out six miles ot railroad truck, 
and damaged u number of 
bridges. A freight train was 
wrecked, and three train men 
were severely injured. 

A fire in Nashville, Teuue«« 
see, destroyed Lester Brothers' 
liver) stable, on ibu 11th, with 
seventy horses and mules aud 
one hundred carriages, aud 
ul. jo an adjoining saloon. The 
total loss is estimated at $54,000. 
It hml insurance $18,000. 

In Montreal, Canada, the 
deaths from small -pox lor four 
months and a half, up to Aug. 
15, numbered 120. The deaths 
for the succeeding three weeks 
and a halt, numbered 296. Tbe 
Tbe Canadian Deputy Postmas- 
ter-General has given instruc- 
tions to the Postmaster at Mod* 
treal to fumigate prior to des- 
patch all mails from his office for 
the United States. 


